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Waveland is a three story high, five bay wide, one room deep gabled roof 
(running east-west) brick struture with wide brick chimneys with corbeled 
edges centered into i t s east and west walls. 

The building features flemish bond brick on i ts south wall, English garden 
wall brick bond on i ts east and north walls, splayed brick flat arched l in
tels and projecting wooden s i l l s decorating i t s windows and a central south 
bay projecting outward from the south wall and crowned by an intersecting 
gable roof. A roman arched two l i t e window rests in the A formed by the 
gable and is decorated with a roman arch header brick archivolt. I t s cen
tral rectangular south entrance is surmounted by a four l i t e transom and 
covered by a semi-enclosed gabled roof portico. 

The interior features original wide random width floors, woodwork and mantles 
and has a double-pile organizational floor plan with central hal l . 

Waveland stands on New Year's Gift, a tract of land given to Charles Carroll 
and Edward Dorsey by the Proprietary in 1726 as a New Year's gif t . I t 
originally consisted of 1300 acres which was bought by Caleb Dorsey of 
"Hockley" who transferred i t to his son John. A portion of this t ract was 
also given to the old Brick Church. 

Larkin Dorsey, grandson of John is reputed to have buil t Waveland sometime 
after 1790. 

An old Dorsey brick house which was inhabited by the Dorsey family until the 
early 1940's when Mr. and Mrs. Sewell bought the property to use for or
chards and residence, Waveland has been the home of Judge Reuben Merri-
weather Dorsey and his son, Phillip Hammond Dorsey. 

Late eighteenth 
early nineteenth 

Century 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

HO-34 
Di s t r i c t 6 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

NAME 
COMMON: 

Wave land 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C ! 

New Year 's G i f t 
L O C A T I O N 

STREETANCNUMOERI (NOW on S e w e l l s O r c h a r d D r i v e ) 
S e w e l l ' s O rcha rds - Oak land M i l l s Road 

C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Columbi a 

Maryland 

C O U N T Y : 
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C A T E G O R Y 

(Check One; 
O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

T O T H E P U B L I C 

Dis t r ic t Bui lding 
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Object 

Public 
Private 

Both 

Public Acqu is i t ion : 

In Process 

Being Considered 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 

Preservat ion work 

I n p r o g r e s s 

Yes: 
(X) Rest r ic ted 

Unrestr icted 

No 

P R E S E N T USE fChecfc One or Afore ee Appnoprlore.) 

Agricultural 

Commerciol 

Educational 

Entertainment 

j Government 

Industrial 

Military 
Museum 

P«'k 
P r i v e t * Residence 

Rel ig ious 

Scient i f ic 

Transportat ion 

• Other (Speci fy) 

Comments 

OWNER Or PROPERTr 
OvVfTtr.'s N A M E : 

Mrs. Ethel Sewell 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

6233 Oakland Mi l i s Road 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Columbia . 

LOCATION O F L E G A L DESCRIPTION 
_ _ i . . . — 

S T A T E : 

Maryland 21944 

C O U R T H O U S E . REGISTRY O F C C E O S . E T C : 

Hall of Records 

S T R E E T AND N U M B E R : 

Howard County Courthouse 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

El 1 i c o t t Ci t y 
S T A T E 

Maryland 21043 
t i t i e R e f e r e n c ^ o f C u r r e n t Dead (Book & Pg , # ; P 48 Tax Map 36 
REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 1 7 8 / 1 0 2 , 187 /304 1 .233 a c r e s ' 

• I T L I OK S U R V E Y : 

Howard County Historic Sites Inventory 
D A T E OP S U R V E Y : 1977 • Federol SJ Slote Q County • L o r t J 

u i f u i i r o n v m s S U R V E Y H E C O R O S I 

Maryland H i s t o r i c a l T rus t 
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21 Sta te C i r c l e 
C I T Y OR TOWN! 
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\1. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
E«c« l l . n l 

(Ch»ck On*) 

• Good • Foir • D.t .noroi.d • Ruin* Q UnoMpotod 

(Chick On.) 

£ $ All.r.d • Unclt.f.d 
(Chtck On.) 

1~1 Movad £ X Original Sint 

DESCRIBE T H f PRESENT t I D ORIGINAL ( I f known) P M Y I I C » L APPEARANCE 

Wave, lcind is a five bay wide, two bay deep, two and a half story gabled 
roof brick (laid in English garden wall brick bond with the exception of the 
front eleva-tion which is laid in flemish r->nd) .structure with central re
ctangular double=paneled door with one-.Dne lites surmounted by a four lite 
transom and covered by an open gabled roof portico supported by four square 
posts connected by a brick wall. The central bay of the front facade pro= 
jects outward and has an intersecting gable roof holding a roman arched two 
lite window decorated w.i th a header brick roman arch archivolt. Brick chim
neys are inset into its east and west walls with corbeled edges. -'"A two story 
high, one bay wide, one bay deep, gabled roof (running north-south) frame 
addition lies on the north wall of the second west bay. An additional hipped 
roof addition lies on the north and east walls of this addition taking up the 
central bay and used as a kitchen. 

The fenestration is rectangular, double-hung with six-over-six lites, 
proportionally scaled and vertically alligned, decorated with splayed brick 
flat arched lintels and projecting wooden sills. 

Cellar windows with six lites, decorated with stretcher brick flat ar
ched lintels are placed in the two east bays of the front (south) facade, 
while eight lite eellar windows rest in it's two west bays of the front fa
cade. 

A gabled roof enclosure on the second east bay of the north wall holds 
a batton wood cellar door, while east of it lies a wooden door in the cellar 
window aperture. 

The interior features a central hall with livingroom and diningroom 
located in the east and west wings respectively. 

Randam width North Carolina pine floors, original Georgian and federal 
mantles, woodwork and stairs are all features of this outstanding old home, 
belonging originally to the Dorsey family of Howard County and located on the 
tract New Year's Gift. When restoration of the house was undertaken by the 
Sewell'sthey found many parts of the building put together with wooden pegs 
and the nails used square headed and hand wrought. 

The basement foundations are of stone with double pile organization; 
that is to say the walls separating diningroom from hall and hall from liv
ingroom are also brick bearing walls which go all the way to the attic. Open 
bible and cross paneled doors are featured. 

Originally the kitchen was located in the basement with a staircase on 
the north side of the west fireplace and mantle. 

East, north and south of the house lieSewell's Orchards with barns, 
store and store houses lying east and north of the house. A one story high 
gabled roof (running north-south) old stone slave quarters lies east of the 
house with a single west window and brick chimney rising in the middle of the 
roof south of the west window. It is now Used as a workshop. 

Large shrubbery, holly trees and evergreens surround the house and its 
immediate area 

ll.nl


HO-34 

SIGNIFICANCE 
P E R I O D (chmck Una or M a r * a * Appropr ia te) 

• Pre-Columbian Q 14rh Century 

• 15th Cantury Q 17th Century 

• 18th Cantury 

• 19th Cantury 

• 20th Cantury 

S P E C I F I C D A T E I s ! (It Appllcmblm and Known) 

A R E A S o r S I G N I F I C A N C E ( C n e c * On* or Mora a a Appropr iate) 

Abor iginol 

• Prehistor ic 

O H is tor ic" 

P I Agriculture 

• Architecture 

D A/t 
n Commerce 

n Communications 

3 Conservation 

[~1 Educotion 

I ) Engineering 

1~) Industry 

Q l Invention 

f~l Landscape 

Architecture 

• L i tera ture 

• Mi l i tary 

• Music 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

losophy 

G Science 

l~l Sculpture 

I I Soc io l /Humon-

i tor ion 

• Theater 

l~l Transportation 

I I Urban Planning 

• Other (Speci fy) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Waveland is on an old Howard County tract, New Year's Gift which was 
given by the Lord Proprietary to Charles Carroll and Edward Dorsey as a 
New Year's Gift in 1726 and consisted of 1300 acres. 

The whole tract was bought by Caleb Dorsey who transferred it to his 
son John. John Dorsey built his farm Elkhorn in 1732 and in his will of 
1765 made his son Caleb his executor and inheritor of Elkhorn which was 
located east of Oak Ha 11 a few miles south of Waveland on Oakland Mills 
Road. Wild Caleb and his son, John gave the parcel of land on which Chris 
Church Ouilford stands to the Old Brick Church. 

In Calebs will of 1790 he appointed his brothers to act as trustees. 
He left Elkhorn to John and adjoining land to Larkin, son of Caleb andaftejr 
Rebecca, who settled on New Year's Gift and built Waveland sometime between 
1790 and 1805, the date of his marriage. 

On November 26, 1805 he married Jane Allison and lived at Waveland. 
In 1837 he named his wife and James McHenry Boyd executors of his estate, 
and set his twenty-two negroes free. Waveland later became the home of 
Judge Reuben Merriweather Dorsey and his son, Phillip Hammond Dorsey. In 
the early 1940's the farm was acquired by the Sewell's who have since used 
the house as a residence and the surrounding land for their orchards and 
farm. 

Designated along with its surrounding grounds as a critical area of 
State Concern suitable for preservation by the Citizen Advisory Group for 
the Critical Areas Planning Program and the Howard County Historical Society, 
Waveland should be considered for inclusion into the National Register of 
Historic PI aces, and any future local landmark legislation. 
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

Acreage J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 
Please see Tax Map 36 p. 48 1.233 acres 

House is surrounded by 172.35 Acres of orchards and farm land (p.247) 
560/199) 

I I . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E AND Tl T L E : 

Cleora B. Thompson. Archivist 
O R i A N I ZA T I O N 

Comprehensive Planning Section 
STREETf AND N U M O E R : 

3450 Courthouse Drive 
C I T Y OR TOWN: 

Ellicott City 

S T A T E 

Maryland 21043| 

Statc Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National Stale Loca l 
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